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SUBJECT: SHAKE-UP IN AIR FORCE - POGGI NEW AIR MINISTER 

1. OCTOBER 20 PRESS HAS REPORTED DESIGNATION OF LABOR MINISTER 
LT. GENERAL DANTE POGGI MORAN AS AIR MINISTER TO REPLACE LT. 
GENERAL CESAR PODESTA JIMENEZ WHO WAS RETIRED "AT HIS REQUEST". 
AIR FORCE CHIEF OF STAFF LT. GENERAL CESAR YEPEZ ZAPATERO AND 
HEALTH MINISTER LT. GENERAL FERNANDO MIRO QUESADA ALSO 
WERE REPORTED TO HAVE REQUESTED RETIREMENT. LOCAL PRESS 
NOTED THAT AIR FORCE CHANGES WERE PURSUANT TO "AN INSTITU- 
TIONAL AGREEMENT" WHICH IS MEANT TO IMPLY AN APOLITICAL 
INTERNAL AIR FORCE MATTER. THE CHANGE LEFT TWO OTHER 
CABINET VACANCIES -LABOR AND HEALTH. PAF MAJOR GENERAL 

LUIS GALINDO CHAPMAN HAS NOW BEEN NEMED LABOR MINISTER AND 
MAJOR GENERAL JORGE TAMAYO IS NEW HEALTH MINISTER. 

2. COMMENT: CATALYST FOR AIR FORCE SHAKE-UP APPEARS TO 
HAVE BEEN EFFORT OF AIR FORCE MINISTER PODESTA TO IMOSE HIS 
WILL UPON PROMOTION PANELS (SEE IR 6 876 0223 75 FOR COM- 
PREHENSIVE SCENARIO). DISSATISFIED PAF OFFICERS TOOK CON- 
TROL OF LAS PALMAS AIR BASE AND THE AIR MINISTRY OCTOBER 18 
AND DEMANDED REMOVAL OF PODESTA. OUTCOME OF OCTOBER 18 DELIB- 
ERATIONS OF PRESIDENT MORALES BERMUDEZ WITH JUNTA AND AIR FORCE 
GENERALS SERVING AS CABINET MEMBERS WAS DECISION (1) TO ACCEPT 
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STAFF YEPEZ AND (2) ALSO TO FORCE INTO RETIREMENT HEALTH 
MINISTER MIRO QUESADA AND LT. GEN JORGE CAYO, CHIEF 
OF STAFF JOINT MILITARY COMMAND. 

3. ALTHOUGH PAF SHAKE-UP APPEARED TO BE CAUSED BY INTERNAL 
AIR FORCE ISSUE WITH NO APPARENT POLITICAL FOUNDATION, IT 
DOES HAVE BROADER AND POTENTIALLY SIGNIFICANT POLITICAL 
IMPLICATIONS. WITHIN THE AIR FORCE IT LEAVES GENERAL POGGI 
AS THE SOLE SURVIVING LT. GENERAL. SUBJECT ONLY TO MORELES 
BERMUDEZ' CONCURRENCE. HE SHOULD HAVE A RELATIVELY FREE HAND 
IN APPOINTMENTS TO THE THREE AIR FORCE LT. GENERAL VACANCIES, 

WITH REMAINING VACANCIES TO BE ADJUSTED NEXT PROMOTION CYCLE. 

THIS SHOULD STRENGTHEN MORALES BERMUDEZ' POSTION WITH AIR 
FORCE. HOWEVER, IT IS CURIOUS THAT FORTUNES OF COMMERCE 
MINISTER ARIAS GRAZIANI WHO HAS BEEN DEEMED A VELASQUISTA 
AND THEREFORE NOT NECESSARILY A SOLID SUPPORTER OF MORALES 
BERMUDEZ, MAY HAVE BEEN IMPROVED BY REVOLT AND SUBSEQUENT 
CHANGES. MORALES BERMUDEZ MIGHT HAVE TAKEN THIS OPPORTUNITY TO 
RETIRE ARIAS, YET HE NOW REMAINS WITH EXCELLENT CHANCE OF 
PROMOTION TO LT. GENERAL AND POSSIBLE DESIGNATION AS AIR MINISTER 
UPON RETIREMENT OF POGGI IN 1977. GENERAL POGGI ALTHOUGH 
APPOINTED LABOR MINISTER BY VELASCO, WAS NEVER CONSIDERED 

TO BE WITH ARIAS IN LEFT-LEANING VELASQUISTA CAMP. POGGI 
IS USUALLY CATEGORIZED AS A REVOLUTIONARY "MODERATE" MUCH 
LIKE MORALES BERMUDEZ. 

4. VACANCIES IN LABOR AND HEALTH MINISTRIES GAVE MORALES 
BERMUDEZ THE OPPORTUNITY TO APPOINT FULLY LOYAL MINISTERS 
DEPENDENT UPON HIM. HE HAS APPOINTED MAJOR GENERAL LUIS 
GALINDO CHAPMAN, WHO WAS AIR FORCE CHIEF OF PLANS, AS 

NEW LABOR MINISTER AND MAJOR GENERAL JORGE TAMAYO AS HEALTH 

MINISTER. BOTH ARE CONSIDERED MODERATES IN PERUVIAN CONTEXT. 

MINISTERIAL CHANGES IN HEALTH AND LABOR PORTFOLIOS HAVE LONG 

BEEN RUMORED (MIRO QUESADA WAS A VELASCO HOLD-OVER AND POGGI 

WAS DISCONTENTED IN PRIOR POST AND OBJECT OF MUCH CRITICISM IN LABOR 

MINISTRY). BOTH HEALTH AND LABOR MINITRIES 

THUS REMAINED IN AIR FORCE HANDS, BUT A LABOR 

MINISTRY CIVILIAN ADVISOR IS RUMORED TO BE IN LINE FOR LABOR 

VICE MINISTER, A POSITION NORMALLY RESERVED FOR AN AIR FORCE 

COLONEL. 
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5. WITH THESE CHANGES MORALES BERMUDEZ HAS NOW PERSONALLY 
APPOINTED THE MAJORITY OF CABINET. REMAINING HOLD-OVERS FROM 
VELASCO PERIOD IN ADDITION TO JUNTA MEMBERS POGGI AND PARODI ARE 
AGRICULTURE MINISTER GALLEGOS.FOREIGN MINISTER DE LA FLOR, 

FOOD MINISTER HOYOS, COMMERCE MINISTER ARIAS, EDUCATION 
MINISTER MIRANDA AND HOUSING MINISTER PAREDES. MORALES 
BERMUDEZ HAS NOW NAMED TWO OF THE THREE JUNTA MEMBERS AND ALL 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


THREE ARE CONSIDERED TO SUPPORT HIM. 

6. MORALES BERMUDEZ, FACED WITH AIR FORCE FAIT ACCOMLI ON OCTOBER 
18, APPEARS TO HAVE ACTED ASTUTELY. RESULTING CHANGES IN THE 
JUNTA, IN THE CABINET, AND AIR FORCE SHOULD BUTTRESS HIS 
POLITICAL SUPPORT. YET A SHAKE-UP WITHIN THE AIR FORCE NOT 
TWO MONTHS INTO THE MORALES BERMUDEZ REGIME IS NOT A NOTABLY 
FAVORABLE SIGN FOR LONG-TERM MILITARY GOVERNMENT STABILITY. 
MORALES BERMUDEZ DID NOT PRECIPITATE THE SHAKE-UP; HE WAS 
FORCED TO REACT TO IT. THERE ARE ALSO A FEW SIGNS OF DISSENSION 
IN THE ARMY, AND THIS SUCCESSFUL AIR FORCE INTERNAL SHAKE-UP 
ON THE HEELS OF THE JUNE NAVY REVOLT AND THE AUGUST COUP ITSELF 
COULD ALSO LEAD TO REVERBERATIONS IN SENIOR ARMY POSITIONS. 

DEAN 
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